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The following events ARE in order:
• Brown v. the Board of Education
• Emmett Till’s murder
• The Montgomery bus boycotts
• The integration of Little Rock Central HS
• The Sit-Ins
• The Freedom Rides
• The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
• The 16th Street Baptist Church bombing
• Mississippi Freedom Summer
• The Selma March (Bloody Sunday)

This is the idea that people 
break a law they think is unjust 

in a non-violent fashion. This 
happened with the sit-ins. By 

calmly sitting at the counter the 
four men were breaking a Jim 

Crow law. 

Residents in this section of Los 
Angeles in the summer of 1965 

rioted over the course of 
several days, turning their 

anger on white firemen, 
policemen and passerbys.  

This president integrated the 
United States military in the 

summer of 1948.

This is when people refuse to 
do something in order to create 
a change. When the people of 
Montgomery refused to ride 

the buses it was with the goal of 
desegregating the buses. 

He was the president that called in 
the 101st Airborne to protect the 

Little Rock Nine. His track record on 
civil rights was limited. When Mamie 

Till sent him a telegram about her 
son’s murderers’ acquittal, he 

ignored it.  
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He was the young minister that 
organized the Montgomery bus 

boycotts and later the SCLC. His “I 
have a dream speech” is one of the 
most famous speeches in American 

history. He was gunned down in 1968 
in Memphis, TN.

He broke the color barrier in 
baseball when he started for 

the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.

Harvard’s first African American 
PhD, he assured Harvard that the 

privilege was Harvard’s. He was one 
of the founding members of the 

NAACP in 1909 and actively worked, 
through his writing in The Crisis and 
his speeches, against segregation. He 

died shortly before the March on 
Washington. 

He organized the first march 
on Washington in 1941, but 

called it off in the interests of 
national unity on the eve of 
war. He called it off because 
President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt asked him to. 

These occurred in 1961, when blacks and whites 
were riding across the South to cause a crisis that 
would bring the federal government’s attention to 

the fact that the desegregation order about bus 
terminals was not being enforced. The first bus that 
got to Alabama was met with 50 carloads of locals 
who drove the riders out of Anniston and attacked 
the bus after a slashed tire forced the bus to stop. 
An undercover state policemen firing his weapon 
stopped the violence. The second bus made it to 
Birmingham, where they were attacked by the 

KKK, armed with bats, lead pipes and soda bottles.  
By the end of 1961, the federal government had 

made segregation related to interstate buses illegal. 

This court case occurred in 1954 and 
involved five school districts being sued. 

It was named after the case that took 
place in Kansas. The NAACP, whose 

chief lawyer was Thurgood Marshall, led 
the people suing. The Supreme Court 

found that segregated education created 
a feeling of inferiority that could not be 

undone and ruled against the school 
boards. Plessy v. Ferguson was 

overturned in education.
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This person protested against 
lynching and spoke out in the 

newspaper Free Speech, asking 
the federal government for an 

anti-lynching law. 

This is when a movement starts 
at the local level and is not 
organized by a large group. 
The Sit-Ins were this kind of 
movement because they were 
started by four local students.

This man was the chief lawyer 
for the NAACP, which used the 
law to work to battle injustice 

due to racism and 
discrimination. Later he 

became the first black Justice 
on the Supreme Court.

This person refused to give the 
seat up for a white man, was 

arrested, and this arrest 
prompted the Montgomery bus 

boycotts.

These took place at lunch counters all over the 
south. They started in Greensboro, North 

Carolina, when four students sat at the 
Woolworth counter. They inspired students, 
black and white, to stage these all over the 

country. They were met by violence and angry 
mobs.  Within six months of the first of these, 
the Woolworth’s in Greensboro desegregated. 
When MLK took part in one, he was arrested. 

Kennedy’s call to his wife may have earned 
Kennedy the black vote that allowed him to 

win in 1960.

This took place on August 28, 1963, 
and was organized by A. Philip 

Randolph. The most talked-about 
speech from this event is Martin 
Luther King’s “I have a dream”

speech. The focus of this was to bring 
attention to the lack of jobs and 

freedom for African Americans in 
the United States and bring support 

to Kennedy’s civil rights bill.
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Addie Mae Collins, Cynthia Wesley, 
Carole Robertson and Denise McNair 

were killed on September 15, 1963, while 
preparing for a children’s service. Their 
killers were not brought to justice until 

much later, the earliest in 1977. This 
event galvanized the nation, added 

support to the bill that would become the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and led to blacks 
and whites becoming more aware of the 

Movement. 

This took place in Money, Mississippi, in 
August of 1955 when a young boy was 
dragged from the home of his relatives, 
beaten, shot, and drowned. His open-

casket funeral has been called the spark 
that lit the flame of the Civil Rights 

Movement and donations to civil rights 
groups began pouring in. His murderers, 

acquitted by an all-white jury, later 
confessed to the crime. 

This took place for 381 days when the 
black residents of Montgomery, Alabama, 

refused to ride the buses that would not 
integrate. It was prompted by Rosa 

Parks’s refusal to give up her seat to a 
white passenger. It was organized by Dr. 

King and the MIA. Though tens of 
thousands walked for 12 months, what 

forced the buses to desegregate was not the 
protest but a Supreme Court decision.  

This took place in the academic year 
1957 – 1958 when nine students attended 

high school in Little Rock. They were 
unable to attend until President 

Eisenhower forced the hand of the 
governor. When they were met with mob 
violence, Eisenhower called in the 101st

Airborne to protect the nine students. 
That year one of the students graduated. 
The next year, Faubus closed all the high 

schools in Little Rock. 

This is the division between state 
government and federal government. 

This division became apparent at 
various points in the Movement, 

including when Eisenhower sent in 
the 101st and when Kennedy forced 
the integration of the University of 

Alabama. 

He was the president that assured the 
nation that “we shall overcome”

when he signed the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. He also took steps to end 

discrimination earlier when he 
signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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He was a member of the Black 
Muslims. His promise to find 

equality for black Americans using 
“any means necessary” made him 

worrisome to whites in power. Later 
in life he changed his views about 

working with white America. 

His belief that black Americans 
should seek economic changes and 

education, but not seek an end 
segregation made him the object of 
scorn from his peers, Ida B. Wells 

and WEB Du Bois.

This man used non-violence in the 
struggle for a free India. 

This took place in the summer of 1964 
when thousands of black and white 

students went into the South to register 
voters. Three of these people, Chaney, 

Schwerner, and Goodman, disappeared 
and their dead bodies were not found for 

over a month. Their deaths inspired 
Johnson to push for “the goddamn best, 
toughest voting rights act that you can 

devise.” (Johnson to Katzenbach).  


